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Project Abstract:

This project investigates the production of an imagined non-compliant, “traditionalist,”

“irrational,” and “superstitious” subject as illegible colonial threat and cipher of colonial desire in the literature, culture and history of two outposts of British colonialism in the new transatlantic studies: Ireland and the Caribbean. Its method is transnational and comparative, indexing recognition between two sites rather than resemblance or equivalence. The project focuses on three historical periods, one clustered between 1790-1867, a period of oscillating cycles of rebellion and reiterated imperial control, reoccupation or “recolonization,” and the other between 1834-1962 (Jamaica) and 1916-1998 (Ireland), the time of emancipation and “decolonization.” By tracking the upsurge of rebellion through a discontinuous Atlantic history in periods of crisis, this project will read the forms the “secret outbreak” takes in literature, and the ways these representations are transmitted and transfigured in literatures’ poetic, narrative and dramatic aftermaths. By tracking a material history of secret figures and practices in a circum-Atlantic archive, beginning with the forced modernity of the plantation system, my project will engage in an archeology that explores how literature from the historical periphery forms a “grammar” of the secret, opening up a portable analytic of “inscrutability” for states of

exception during British and American cycles of accumulation in the long durée of modernity.
